In this thesis, sentence comprehension disturbances in Japanese aphasics are investigated, focusing on the role of word order, thematic role order, case-markers and post-positions. Assuming the framework of Government-Binding Theory [Chomsky (1981)) and the Case Theory of Japanese [Saito (1982)1, three hypotheses are developed concerning language-universal and language-specific characteristics of sentence-processing mechanisms.
hension.
Finally, the results obtained In the present study suggest that the distinctions between direct versus Indirect theta-marklng, and between external versus Internal argument, are reflected In aphaslcs' performance on syntactic comprehension,and thus, my results Indirectly support the conflguratlonal analysis of Japanese.
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